23 MARCH 1759                                             135
have been of little consequence to us whether they were released there or
brought from Pondicherry. But what deserves particular notice is the expense
you put us to upon this account which appears extravagant and unreasonable.
45,000 Arcot rupees to carry a few men from Bengal to Pondicherry (for
numbers staed [sic] behind) and 45,000 current rupees to be paid if the French
seized or detained the vessel, which really proved to be the case, is such an
uncommon sort of contract that we direct that you will transmit to us the
names of the proprietors of this ship Restitution and we do expect that in all
such lucrative transactions the parties appear before the Board, the bargain be
there publicly discussed and the whole entered on consultation for our observ-
ance or rather in all such cases public notice should be given that you are
ready to receive sealed proposals and without bias the lowest oSer to be accept-
ed. This is our method of doing business for the Company in material affairs
and you will do well to act with the same care and circumspection.
24.    Your sending to us the Diligent schooner with the important news
of the revolution in Bengal meets with our entire approbation and you may be
assured of always having it by giving us material information by every channel
in your power.
25.    The Revenge, you say, being ordered by Admiral Pocock to proceed
to Bombay, you had applied to him for directions to the commander to take
in some saltpetre for tiie use of that Presidency and you accordingly loaded
on her 800 bags.   If the Revenge was discharged from His Majesty's service
she ought to have fallen immediately under your direction and have been
properly loaded for our account to Bombay and instead of 800 she ought to
have carried 2000 bags of saltpetre, for it is very hard that we should be paying
a high freight for this article and our own ships go empty or filled by the
commanders.   We shall give the necessary orders to Bombay upon this head
that you may have it in your power to pay a due regard to our interest.
26.    It gives us much concern to observe that the llchester and Worcester
should lie by the walls when at the same time you inform us they might have
been employed so as to have saved the heavy charge of their demurrage.   The
reason you give for this detention is the expectation of an attack from the
enemy and that you might therefore have the assistance of the said ships and
then- crews is case of such an event.   If this was really a case of necessity
and appeared so to you on the maturest deliberation we cannot help submitting
to it but at the same rime we must remind you of our frequent directions
for despatching home or employing our ships in such a manner as may prevent
or alleviate as much as possible that heavy and generally unprofitable expense
of demurrage and we expect you will constantly make this one of the principal
objects of your attention and care,
27.    In your letter of the 28th February you say Mr. Ralph Leychester
acquainted you he had been informed that a quantity of copper, lead and iron
tiad been clandestinely landed from on boaixi the Warmck, Grantham and
J&Kzabeth arid that he desired your orders to trace out the quantities and who
the purchasers were, that by making a proper example of them others might i>e
deterred from doing the like.   You add daat npo& this you had revised
orders to- prevent iffici: trade but not the least notice is taken an yoiir
at a discovery either of the person to wliom the said coppery lead
belonged or of tie purdiasersv  Whether any iroGe&Sbgs on tfefe